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‘The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4.0 p.m., and read prayers.
BILL—MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS

RESTRICTION ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommiltal.

Resumed from the 8th November. Hon.
V. Hamersley in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 3-—Amendment of See-
tion 3:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on this clause to which the Honorary
Minister had moved the following amend-
ment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (b) before

the word ‘‘more’’ the word ‘“not’’ be in-
serted,

Amendment put and passed.
The HONORARY MINISTER: I move

an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (b) the
following words be added:—‘or in whieh
rooms are let to persons for living accom-
modation under a contract in the nature
of 3 sub-tenaney running from week to
week.?’

The object of the amendment is to meet
special eonditions now existing in the cities
of Perth and Fremantle. In the Health
Department’s opinion, the words proposed
are needed to deal with those conditions.
The Bill amply provides for two different
kinds of premises: Firstly, places where peo-
ple receive board and lodging from week to
week provided that not more than six per-
sons are so accommodated, and, secondly,
places where people receive lodging only
from night to night. However, quite a dif-
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ferent type has sprung up in recent years,
namely, a house where the tenant farms out
rooms to individuals, and in which some-
times the rooms are furnished and sometimes
not, no meals being supplied and no service
rendered. The tenants do their own clean-
ing, or perhaps do not do it at all—which
iz the trouble. This new and deplorable
state of affairs, to which I made reference
at the second reading stage, the Health De-
partment considers would be met by the
amendinent. There are instances of the
lessees of such places imposing upon people,
teking down the landlord, and letting rooms
not affording sofficient accommodation.

Hon. Bir HAL COLEBATCH: The
Health Department should have the right to
send an inspector into any house o see that
proper health conditions prevail; but I ob-
Ject to people—of whom there must he hun-
dreds—who have a friend of the family
living with them, being compelled to register
their homes as boarding-houses. If any
amendment ig required to enable the health
authority to inspect a house, let us have it,
because we require good health conditions in
ali honses, whether they take in boarders or
not.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: 1 agree that it is
wronz that a tenant who lets one room or
two reoms should be forced to register and
have a notice posted up outside his house,
ag this amendment provides.

The Hororary Minister: They would not
evme under 'hat provision.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I think it is wrong
they should have to register, though the
health authorities should have power under
the Act, if they have not already got it, to
inspeet every home,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: The Minister
has said that the anthorities consider this
amendment necessary. Could he tell us for
what reason?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am in-
formed that this amendment would not affect
anyone who happens to have friends or
relatives staying in his house; but a house
in which the tenant was making a business
of letting rooms to less than six persons,
would have to be registered. That will give
the authorities a knowledge of what is going
on and will enable them to inspeet such pre-
mises.

Hon, Sir Hal Colebateh: If there is no
other purpose behind the amendment than
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to facilitate inspeetion, why not make that
inspection general and not compel these
people to register their houses as boarding-
houses?

Hon. G. W. Miles: If people are paying
for a room the place will have to be regis-
tered.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This is
to dea] with people who are trying to get as
much as they can from letting rooms and
will not affect people who have friends or
relatives living in their houses.

Hon. G. W, MILES: This difficulty could
he overcome by giving the authorities
power, if they do not already possess it,
to inspect apy vesidence. If we agreed to
this amendment, a person letting a room
to a friend would have to register his
place as a lodging-house. I object to that.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : There is a tendency
on the part of some people to subdivide
premises by putting up a few sheets of
asbestos on a verandah, thus providing
rooms for letting. In that way they in-
fringe the building regulations and over-
erowd their premises, which is not desir-
able.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is there not power
already to prevent that?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I think there is, I
helieve i1t is a question of machinery to
check up on them. I am not too clear about
it. Whether it is right to do that in order
to overcome this diffienlty, I am not pre-
pared to say, but I know people who live
in small dwellings have enclosed the
verandahs or put a partition aeross a
room or some other part of the buildings
in order to provide rooms for letting.
Without some record of snch places, it is
hard to cope with them under the build-
ing or health regulations, 1 would he in-
clined to do something to prevent the en-
closing of verandahs to provide rooms for
letting, though I do not like the idea of
insisting that these places must be regis-
tered.

Hon, L. CRAIG: Suppose we agrec that
there is some abjeetion to people who
want to let a room to a friend having to
register. Is that not a lesser evil than al-
Jowing people who are making a living out
of overcrowding their premises to get away
with it? If something is not done about
the matter, every boarding-house that takes
in one or two people will declare them to
be friends or relatives. These places will
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never have anybody in them except
friends or relatives. How is a friend or
relative to be defined? Must proof of
blood relationship be submitted when
people are claimed to be friends or rela-
tives? I think we are streiching it a bit
too far. There might be some objection io
houses being registered as boarding-houses;
but, after all, there are many forms ol
registralion today. All of us carry personal
registration cards about with us in our
pockets. There is no real objection to
registration, and that is where it ends. In
order to clean up what are admittedly de-
plerable conditions, which will continue
after the war until the number of build-
ings is increased so as to provide extra
accommodation, we should agree to take
steps to vemedy them even though the leg-
islation may be unpopular with a few. I
support the amendment.

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: No legislation of
a restrictive nature can he passed without
interfering with the wishes of some people.
The amendment will have the advantage of
directing the attention of health authori-
ties in particular localities to the faet that
certain houses are used for this partieular
purpose. It has been said that olreedy
there is the power for health inspectors to
view premises, bnt it is not possible to
have inspectors running round inspecting
houses here, there and everywhere, becanse
there are not sufficient inspectors available
for that purpose. Should premises be reg-
istered the authorities will know what
houses should be inspected. In some homes
there are three or four families living
under conditions that are not healthy. If
some rontrol could be exercised over the
present-day situation, it would be of ad-
vantage to all concerned.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Where would you put
the extra families?

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: We could &t any
rate make the position better for those
people. Even if we could not mske people
jeave their rooms, we eould improve the
health conditions under which they are at
present living.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: We already have the
machinery to deal with the situation re-
ferred to by Mr. Gibson, but the authori-
ties are not doing very much in that diree-
tlon on account of the present abnormal
circumstances. Owing to wartime condi-
tions many things are tolerated that would
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not be permitted in a normal period. We
should not compel a person to register his
premises merely because he has let a couple
of rooms to some friends or relatives.
What I object fo is converting, say, a
four-roomed house into a six or eight-
reomed house merely by enclosing portions
of verandahs. At present three or four
families are occupying one house and that
means, for instance, that too many people
are using one sanitary convenience and one
bathrocom. Even that position conld be
altered if the law were strictly enforced.
While the war is in progress and abnor-
mal conditions continue, it would be un-
wise to pass legislation that would be too
restrictive,

Hon. H, 8. W. PARKER: What is the
object of the amendment? Under the Aet at
present “lodging-house” means any house
«in which any unspecified number of people
are housed or lodged for hire for a single
night or for less than a week at a time,
whereas a “boarding-house” means a place in
which not more than six persons, exclusive
of the family, are boarded for hirc fromn
week to week. T fail to sce the objeet of the
amendment. I do not know that it will ad-
vance the position very far.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment will deal with the position where
less than six persons are affected. It is an
exaggeration to say that anyone who has a
reletive staying with him will be required to
register his premises as a lodging-housc.
The object of the legislation is to clean up
an objectionable position that exists in Perth
and Fremantle as soon as practicable after
the war ends. It is not necessary to go far
from Parlianment House to see rooms that
have been constructed on verandahs for sub-
letting to tenants. The object is o dea)
with people who are making a business of
sub-letting rooms under unsatisfaetory con-
ditions, people who are making hig profits
and npot rendering any service to their
tenants. The unsatisfactory nature of the
position cannot be exaggerated. If these
lodging-house keepers are compelled to
register their premises, the aunthorities will
be able to keep an eye on them and perhaps
compel the provision of adequate conveni-
ences. Reports from the Health Depart-
ment’s officers show that premises of the
type under discussion must be dealt with:
they want the necessary power to deal witk
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them and also knowledge of where the pre-
mises are. The intention of the amendment
is to exercise contro] over people who are
defying the health laws.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Quite a
number of people accommodate one or two

.guests in their homes not for profit but be.

cause they appreciate how extremely diffi-
enlt it is for people o secure accommeoda-
tion. I would be willing to support the
Honorary Minister if he made the amending
legislation apply to premises where not more
than two persons were accommodated in-
stead of making it refer to where less
than six are housed. If the Bill is passed
as the Minister desires some householders
may refuse to continue accommodating one
or two guests rather than agree to register
their bomes as lodging-houses, In trying to
get over one trouble, the Honorary Minijster
may find that the legislation will create fur-
ther difficulties. There is already power
under the Act fo permit of the inspection of
these premises. If, in addition, a lodging-
house is declared to be a place in whichk more
than two persons are lodged for profit, that
should mect the situation.

The CHATRMAN: I point out that the
word “not” has already been inserted in the
clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I would
accept an amendment on the lines suggested
by Sir Hal Colebateh. The definition would,
if so amended, apply to rooms that were let
to two or more persons.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER : Is it suggesied
that the sub-letting of raoms will come under
this provision?

The Honorary Minister: Yes, that is its
object.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: Would that
not bring every block of flats under the
Act? I doubt whether the proposal will
cover what the Honorary Minister wants.
A boarding-house at present is a place where
more than six people are accommodated for
profit. Could we not alter the definition by
striking out the words ‘‘for less than a
week,”’ and inserting the words ‘‘for any
period’’?

The Honorary Minister: I am referring
to lodging-houses, not to boarding-honses.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I think Sir Hal
Colebatch is suggesting that the Honorary
Minister should withdraw his amendment,
and that the word “two” should then be in-
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serted before the word “persons.”” The word
“not” should also come out.

The CHAIRMAN: The word “not” can-
not come out at this stage.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Then the Com-
mitiee is in a hopeless position.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Dr. Hislop has put
forward the right solution of the difficulty.
The Bill can be recommitted and the word
‘'not’’ then taken out.

The HONORARY MINISTER:: That
deals with boarding-houses; T am dealing
with lodging-houses! If Sir Hsal Colebatch
will move to amend an amendment along
the lines he has suggested, it will meet the
position.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I did not
realise that the word “not” had been in-
serted. 1 think that will have to come oui
later. Could we not strike out the word
“six” and insert the word “two”?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not do that today. The amendment moved
by the Honorary Minjster is at present be-
fore the Committee.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move—

That the amendment be amended by in-

serting after the word ‘‘to’’ in line 2 the
words ‘‘more than two.’”

Amendment on amendment put and
passed. .

Hon. G. W. Miles: Does that cover every-
thing ?

The Honorary Minister: That will cover
all sub-tenancies.

Amendmment, as amended, agreed fo; the
clause, as amended, puf and passed.

Bill again reported with a further smend-
wenf.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Members of Parliament Fund Aet
Amendment.
(Hon. G. B. Wood in charge.)
2, Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 2).
3, Busselton Cemetery,
4, Stamp Aet Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL- PERTH DIOCESAN TRUSTEES
(SPECIAL FUND).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 8th November.

HON. J. A, DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.18]: The reason I secured the
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adjournment of the debate was to enable
me to make some investigations into the Bill
should it become an Aet. From the investi-
gations I have made, It would appear thai
the wishes of the late Mr. Samuel Evans
Burges will be met, that the rector will get
what is due to him and that the Bill meets
with the wishes of the Diocesan Trustees.
It is therefore my intention o support the
measure,

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : I would have opposed this Bill
had it not been for the fact that Mr. Wood
informed me he had some very drastic
amendments to move. 1 was approached
originally to bring the Bill hefore this
Chamber; and, on looking into it, I found
that it did not, as drafted, quite meet the
wishes of anybody concerned. It will de-
pend entirely upon what happens in the
Committee stage whether I shall support
the Bill or not. I shall pot oppose the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitlee.

How. G. Fraser in the Chair; Hon. V.
Hamersley in charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Judge may hear and determine
applications :

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have an amend-
ment on the notice paper which I do not
intend to move: I have, however, prepared
for insertion a new clause, copies of whieh
have been supplied to members. I ask the
Committee to strike out the clanse. If
that is done, I shall then move to insert in
lieu a new clause as follows:—

The surplas income ariging from the ape-
eial fund remaining in the hands of the
trustees in any year after payment to the
Church of England clergyman for the time
being stationed at York of the sum of
Twenty pounds may at the discretion of
the trustees, be capitalised or paid to the

Church of England clergyman for the time
being stationed at York.

Clause put and negatived.

Hon. . B. WOOD: I move—

That the following new clause be in-
serted in lieu of the eclause struck out.—
‘‘The surplus income ariging from the
special fund remaining in the hands of the
trustees in any year after payment to the
Chureh of England clergyman for the time
being stationed at York of the som of



[14 NoveMmsER, 1944.]

Twenty pounds may, at the discretion of
the trustees, be capitalised or paid to the
Church of Efngland clergyman for the time
being stationed at York.*’
At present, as Mr. Hamersley pointed out,
the trustees cannot pay the clergyman at
York any surplus money in their hands
after the £20 per annum is paid. The Bill,
as drawn, proposes to overcome the diffi-
culty by obtaining the direction of a judge
of the Supreme Court on the matter. I do
not consider this course at all necessary.
Unquestionably, the clergyman ot York is
entitled to the surplus income. I have con-
sutted with everybody concerned in the mat-
ter and all agree to the proposal which
I am submitting to the Committes. The
person who actually found the £500—the
son of the testator—is living today. He told
me that it was a great effort to find the £500
in 1908, so that the clergyman might get his
annuity of £20. While Mr. Burges does not
claim any legal right to say what shall be
done, in my opinion he nevertheless has a
moral right to do so and Parliament should
respect his wishes. T have also consulted the
Diocesan Trustees on the matter and they
approve of the alteration. I received a
letter from Mr. Shiltington, who framed the
amendments for me, in which be says—

I read the proposed amendments over the

telephone to Mr, Fisher, Diocesan Secretary,
and ke advised that the trustees would have no
objection to same,
I also sobmitted a rough draft of the
proposed new clause to the secretary of the
Diocesan Trustees myself. If what I sug-
gest is adopted, a consequential amendment
will he required in the preamble.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: The money was
provided in the first place by the late Mr.
Burges to help the clergyman at York. Mr.
Burges lived at York and his interests were
centred there; consequontly he was in a bet-
ter position at the time to know what help
the clergyman required. Clergymen at that
time were receiving very low stipends, I do
not consider it necessary that an application
should be made to a judge in Chambers for
directions to deal with the surplus income.
The original sum of £500 was paid over in
1908 and it has now grown to a substantial
sum. The intention would appear to be to
divert the surplus income to other fands,
thereby defeating the intention of the testa-
tor. 1 commend Mr. Wood for drawing at-
tention to the matter,
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Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Would those who
know all shout this matter please explain
why it is neeessary to capitalise the income
at all? I understand the capital now is only
about £1,000 and that it will not bring in
more than £40 or £50 at present. Possibly,
in another 20 years, the capital may have
inereased to such an extent as to bring in an
income of £100, Why not say that the
money shall be paid to the clergyman at
York? No clergyman is paid a magnificent
salary; and if he can get £100 or £200,
why not give it to him?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am glad that Dr.
Hislop brought up that question. The
trustees have no desire to capitalise the
income; they want the power, which they
have not got at the moment, to pay all the
income to the clergyman at Yurk.

New clause put and passed.

Preamble:

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That the words *'to apply to a judge of
the Bupreme Court from time to time for
directions as to the use and application of
the surplus income arising from the said
capital sum and that such judge be em-
powered to make such orders in relation to
the use and application of such surplis in-
come 88 to such judge shall seem fit*’
be struek out and the worda:—‘‘at ite
discretion to capitalise the surplus income
arising from the said eapital sum or to pay
such surplus income to the Chureh of Eng-
Jand clergyman for the time bheing sta-
tioned at York’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the pre-
amble, as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—NATIVES (CITIZENSHIP
RIGHTS).

In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 7th November. Hon.
G. Fraser in the Chair; the Chief Secre-
tary in charge of the Bill

Claese 1—Short title:
The CHAIRMAN: The question is: That
the clause be agreed to.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and 3—agreed to.
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Clause 4—Adult natives may make ap-
plieation to a magistrate for a certifieate
of eitizenship:

Hon. H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 5 of Subclaunse (2) after the
word “‘all’’ the word ‘‘habitual’’ be in-
rerted.

If a native falls back into his aboriginal
ways of living he should lose his citizen-
ship rights, but I do nef think it is the
intention of Parliament to deprive him of
the right of association with his relatives, or
oceasional association with his bative
friends. I think that the addition of the
word ‘‘habitual’’ will clear up that doubt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot ac-
cept this amendment. There is a difficulty
in regard to the word “habitual.” We de-
sire, as far as possible, to see that the
natives who are given citizenship rights
shall not assoeiate with natives other than
those who are very closely related to them,
I am advised that frequently there is dif-
fieulty in regard to this word ‘‘habitual.”’
One of the natives concerned may be fre-
quently visited by other natives who have
not applied for a certificate or who are not
exempted from the Native Administration
Act, and are natives in law., Simply be-
canse natives, who are not relatives of the
person coneerned, visit him frequently it
cannot be said that they habitually do so.
In order to protect the native who has he-
come a certifiecate holder, I would prefer
that the word ‘‘habitual’’ were not in-
serted. Members will recognise the differ-
ence between ‘‘habitual’’ association and
"*frequent’’ association which may be un-
desirable. One of our bhig difficulties with
the natives is the drink question. If a
native who becomes a certificate holder is
allowed to be visited frequently by other
natives who are not holders of certificates
the drink question arises, and it is diffi-
cult to deal with. I ask the Committee
not to accept the amendment and I assure
My. Seddon that the department will use
every discretion in dealing with this par-
ticular phase of the matter.

Hon. H. SEDDON: There iz a distine-
tion between the word “habitual” and the
word ‘‘frequent.”” The text of this sub-
clause requires that the native shall, for
the two years prior to the date of the
application, have dissolved all tribal and
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native association. That 1s very reatricted.
My iden is to allow a certain amount of
latitude by inserting the word ‘‘habitual.’’
If, as the Chief Secretary has indicated,
such a native were in the habit of associ-
ating with other natives, then obviously he
would come under those provisions of the
Bill which endanger his certificate. On
the other hand, 1 think that we could allow
him to have oceasional association with
them and, as the clause says that the asso-
eiation shall be at his will, the prineciple
cannot be said to be difficult of interpre-
tation.

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: I would like the
Chief Seeretary to give a reply to the
following ease: I know of a half-caste in
Geraldton whose case I put forward some
time ago. He is exempt from the Act. If
we pass this Bill, will that half-caste, who
does a white man’s work and lives as a
white man, be in danger of losing his cer-
tificate if he continues as he has done In
the past to associate with his fellow half-
castes who are under the Aet? Although
he is not under the Act he is still a half-
caste and it is natural for him to associate
with his fellow half-castes who are still
under the Ac¢t. There are under the Act
other half-castes who are living, like this
man, in houses and, to all intents and pur-
poses, live as white men. But they have not
applied for exemption,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One of the
objects of this Bill i5 to overcome the dif-
fleulty mentioned by Mr. Hall. If the
measure hecomes an Aect then the difficulty
of the half-caste who refuses to apply for
exemption under the present Aet will, to
a great extent, be overcome. Today a cer-
tificate of exemption does not give a
native any right other than that he is not
subject to the provisions of the Native Ad-
ministration Act while the certificate lasts.
It does not give him any ecitizenship rights
such as the right to vote. This Bilt will
enable a native to get all the rights of a
white man, including the franchise. If a
native is granted a certificate under this
measure he becomes. to all intents and pur-
poses, as far as the law is concerned, a
white man. He is no longer a native unless
he does not comply with the provisions of
the measure, in which case the certifieate
can he withdrawn and ke will revert to the
status of a native and be subject to the
Native Administration Act. The Bill is
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particularly clear in regard to half-castes
associating with other half-castes.

If a half-easte wishes to retaln his eerti-
fieate of citizenship then he must dissolve
all association with natives excepting those
who are very close relatives. If he asso-
ciates with natives, who are not so related
to him, in sueh a way as not to comply
with the provisions of the Bill, then the
eertificate will be withdrawn. If a native
still wishes 1o adopt native habits and
associates with natives not exempted, it is
of not much use his applying for exemp-
tion under this measure. The ecardinal
principle of the Bill is to give to a native,
who is desirous of qualifying, an opportun-
ity to become a real citizen of this country
with all the rights and privileges of a white
man. If a native desires a certificate under
this measure he cannot have it hoth ways;
he must either be a white man or a native,
When a native who is exempt from the
Native Adminigiration Act mixes indis-
criminately with other natives, then sooner
or later the questions of liquor and of inter-
course with other natives arise. It is for
those reasons that these conditions are in-
clnded in the Bill,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Later on the Bill
provides that a native, for the two years
immediately prior to the application, must
have adopted the manner and habils of
civilised life. That is wide enough. If we
aecept the amendment proposed by Mr.
Seddon, it will he a hard matter to deter-
mine. The greatest care will be required
on the part of the administration, and if
we tie down the administration by inserting
the word “habitual,” the position will be
rendered very diffienlt. We would be wise to
leave well alone and experiment with the
measure as it stands.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It will be
very difficult to prove that an applicant has
dissolved all tribal and native associntions.
If we struck out the word “all,” it would
be better. I ecan appreciate the diffienlty
thet would arise from the insertion of the
word ‘‘habitual.’’

Hon. H. SEDDON: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move
an amendment——

That in line 5 of Subeclause (2} the word
‘‘all’? be struck out.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has just
oceurred to me that I might have eonveyed
the impression that it would not be possible
for a certificate-holder to associate with
other natives at all. For the certifieate-
holder to carry on as we desire him to de
will be bard enough without stipulating that
he shall have no association whatever with
other natives. Only where the association is
frequent or detrimental to him would ex-
ception be taken. I raise no objection to
the deletion of the word “all.”

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 7 of Subelanse (2) after
the word “‘degree’’ the words ‘‘or where

such association oeccurs at a mission’’ be
ingerted.

A native having received a certificate of
citizensbip will be regarded as a white man,
and a white man js not allowed on a native
reserve. Mission stations are classified as
native yeserves, so a certificate-holder would
not be able to assoeiate with his relatives at
a mission. Seeing that a mission is & place
where natives meet under the best condi-
tions, there can be no objection to making
this provision. We had a highly eduncated
native in this State and sneb a man might
wish to go to 2 mission and speak to the
natives.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
aceept the amendment. When a native re-
ceives a certifiecate of citizenship, he is re-
garded as a white man and must observe
the law as a white man does. There would
be no objection to a eertificate-holder visit-
ing a mission, just as there iz no objection
to a white man visiting a mission, but there
would be a strong objection to such a native
staying for any length of time at a mission
or on a hative reserve, unless he had ob-
tained a permit from the department, just
as a white man has to do. In the case of
the man instanced by Mr. Seddon, there
would be little diffienlty ahout his visiting
a mission,

Hon. H. SEDD'ON: Assame that a native
is a trained man and has the rights of
citizenship and that he desired to help with
mission work, the measure would present
an insuperable diffienlty.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That native
would have the same right as 5 white man
has under the Native Administration Aet.
He could apply for a permit, ang if the
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Commissioner or the Profector were satis-
fied that he was bona fide, the permit would
be granted. I can imagine the Commissioner
and the Protector being cnly too pleased to
grant such a man a permit in order that he
might use his influence, either in training
the natives or indicating what they ecould
do if only they would try. 1 would not anti-
cipate the slightest trouble in the ease men-
tioned by Mr. Seddon.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 5—Evidence to be adduced in sup-
port of an application under this Aect:

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (d) before
the word ‘‘leprosy’’ the word ‘"active’’
be ingerted.

I gave reasons for this amendment when
spegking on the second reading. The fact
that a native has suffered from leprosy
should not be a bar, but the fact that he is
suffering from active leprosy and therefore
isolated should be a bar. The term “suffer-
ing from” has been used fo mean “in
possession of” and is not a sufficient defini-
tion. We should protect persons who have
reached the eured stage, even though such
persons are in possession of a chronmie di-
sease which might recur and necessitate
treatment. Further, is it desired that all
persons secking certificates should submit
to a hlood test? If the other two diseases
tnentioned in the paragraph are included,
they sre purely acute diseases that ean be
cured.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member had
better confine his remarks for the moment
to the amendment to insert the word
“active”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
ohjection to this amendment, but I must
oppose the other amendment indicated by
the hon. member. The diseases in question
are specified mainly because in another place
the clause was regarded as too general and
there was a desire that it should be more
specific in regard to diseases. The Commis-
gioner of Public Health, who was consulted
on the subject, has informed me that he
agrees with the insertion of the word “ac-
tive” bnt that he is strongly opposed to
the deletion of the other words.

[COUNCIL.]

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
Chief Secretary at present confine himself
to the insertion of the word “active.”

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (c) the
words ‘‘syphilis, granuloma or yaws’’ be
struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This matter
also has been discussed with the Commis-
sioner of Public Health. The last two of
the discases specified are to a great extent
peculiar to natives. Perhaps Dr. Hislop
will agree that persons affected with them
are apt to be mentally upset as the result of
knowledge that they are so affected. Under
the Native Administration Aet we would be
able to treat such natives and enre them of
those diseases. It does not necessarily fol-
low that becanse a native suffers from one
of them, he will be debarred from holding
a certifieate for all time; he will be debarred
only until he produces a certificate that he
is not so suffering. 1 hope the amendment
will not he carried.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The posttion as T
see it is not so much a medieal question as
one of ordinary, plain commonsense. If a
native before receiving citizenship is to sub-
mit to a Wassermann test, what about the
rest of us¥ We gave the nalive the disease;
we brought it to him. A blood test is needed
to decide whether or not a native is suffering
from one of these diseases. We can vote
while we suffer from an infectious disease
such as searlet fever or measles; then why
not the native? A later clause provides that
the Commissioner may suspend a certificate
of citizenship if the native acquires one of
these discases. In that event the mnative
would have to go back to the leprosarium
and resume the habits of tribal natives.
Certainly we should provide in a statute a
prohibition as regards chronic diseases, [
do not consider the paragraph fair or essen-
tia]l to the working of the Bill.

Hon. H. L, ROCHE: I support the Minis-
ter in his attitude. He takes a realistic view
of the subject. Some people are forgetfnl
of the fact that the native’s upbringing and
outlook are uiterly different from those of
white men. The department has to keep
that fact in mind. The Bill represents an
endeavour to lift the native above his old
envirooment and assoeiations. That is
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essential il he is to attain a white man’s
status,

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1f the words are to
be retained, why refain only opme form of
venereal disease? Why pot retain both?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Too much
importance is being attached to the right to
vote. The words find a place in the elanse
for a specific purpose. There are many
Privileges which a eertificate-holder wil] have
that the ordinary native doces not enjoy.
The two last-named diseases are tropical
discases wholly confined to natives. If a
native contracts either of them, it will be
good evidence that he has been in contact
with tribal natives. On the second reading
I said that experience of the working of the
measure might prove that some of its pro-
visions eould be modified. I hope the words
will not be deleted.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 6—agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.18 p.n.
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PETITION--WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
TURF CLUB.

Mr. NEEDHAM presented a petition

from the Western Anstralian Turf Club

1691

praying for the introduction of a Bil
to resolve certain doubts concerning the
power of the Western Australian Turf Club
under the Western Australian Turf Club
Act, 1892, to enter into agreements for the
acquisition by purchase or otherwise of and
to acquire by purchase or otherwise and
hold and otherwise deal with real and per-
sonal property for the purposes of the
Club.

Petition received and the prayer of the
petitioner granted.

BILL--WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TURF
. CLUB (PROPERTY) PRIVATE.

Introduced by Mr. Needham and read a
first time,

Referred to Select Committee.

On motion by Mr, Needham, Bill referred
to a Select Committee consisting of Messrs.
Cross, Leahy, Shearn, Thorn and the mover,
with power to eall for persons and papers,
to sit on days over which the House stands
adjourned and to report on Thursday, the
16th November.

~

QUESTIONS .(5).
WHEAT.
As to Trangport to Coast.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: -

{1) Has he read a statement appearing
in “The West Australian” of the 8th No-
vember by the Superintendent of the W.A.
seetion of the Australisn Wheat Board—
setting out that there are 13,000,000 bushels
of wheat awaiting movement from railway
sidings, but that rail transport is so ham-
pered by (a) coal shortages, (b} disin-
clination of train crews to work on Sun-
days, and (c) the inability of the railway
anthorities to move more than 30 per cent,
of weekly port requiremenis; that the
board finds it impossible to meet the de-
mand for wheat?

{2} Does he realise that this sitnation if
not corrected—wholly or in part—will con-
tribute substantially to food shortages in a
period when food supplies threaten to he-
come desperately shoré?

(3) Is the output of coal increasing¥

(4) If not does he anticipate an increase
(a) when, (b) on what grounds, {(¢) by how
much?



